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536 THE PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS OP DAVID HUME. [Oct. 

The first two lectures in this volume are of great interest and worth as 
a masterly exposition of the naturalness, flexibility, and adaptedness to 
domestic uses, of Gothic architecture ; but their value is impaired by 
the uncompromising severity with which the author denounces what- 
ever bears the remotest kindred to the Greek orders, which he so utter- 
ly abhors in the gross, that he declines describing or characterizing them 
individually. The third lecture renews the apotheosis of Turner, as the 
genius for whose birth preceding ages had travailed, " as the first man 
who presented us with the type of landscape art," as, " beside Shake- 
speare and Verulam, a third star in that central constellation, round 
which, in the astronomy of intellect, all other stars make their circuit." 
The fourth and last lecture is an abstract of the principles and claims 
of Pre-Eaphaelitism, and of the points at issue in the schism among the 
British artists in which that name had its origin, 



11. — Walden; or, Life in the Woods. By Henry D. Thoeeau. 
Boston : Ticknor & Fields. 1854. 12mo. pp.357. 

The economical details and calculations in this book are more curi- 
ous than useful ; for the author's life in the woods was on too narrow a 
scale to find imitators. But in describing his hermitage and his forest 
life, he says so many pithy and brilliant things, and offers so many 
piquant, and, we may add, so many just, comments on society as it is, 
that his book is well worth the reading, both for its actual contents and 
its suggestive capacity. 



12. — The Philosophical Works of David Hume. Including all the 
Essays, and exhibiting the more important Alterations and Correc- 
tions in the successive Editions published by the Author. Boston : 
Little, Brown, &. Co. 4 vols. 12mo. pp. cxv., 337, 552, 564, 
580. 

In the popular mind, Hume's name as a philosophical writer is 
chiefly associated with religious scepticism. Would to heaven that the 
sceptics of our own day were as frank and honest as Hume. His ob- 
jections to Christianity, or rather to revealed religion (for he manifests 
no hostility to the contents of the Christian revelation), he states openly 
and fairly, in a form in which they can be met and answered, and have 
been refuted by reasoning based on the very premises which they as- 



